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Conflict abounds in contract negotiation
by Joe Kloc
Staff Writer
The contract dispute between AVI
FOODSYSTEMS and its employees
has officially been resolved; In the wake
of the settlement, however, dissatisfaction among many of the workers has
surfaced as accusations fly concerning
the conduct of both AVI and union
representatives. Earlier this month,
employees voted 34 to 19 in favor of
accepting a contract proposed by AVI,
which finalized a three-year agreement
between the two parties.
To multiple AVI employees interviewed, one particularly unsettling
change made in the contract is that,
as stated in a document obtained by
the Collegian from an AVI employee
who wishes to remain anonymous: “a
student of Kenyon College may work
up to 20 hours of regular work and 20
hours of catering work in any week.”
This provision of the contract thus allows a Kenyon student to work up to 40
hours a week, which, according to the

document obtained from the anonymous employee, amounts to a 25 hour
increase from the 15 hours permitted
in the previous agreement that expired
last June. This has employees concerned
that, because AVI pays student workers
less than its full time workers, AVI will
reduce the hours per week granted to
full time workers, and instead give those
hours to students.
Positive changes made to the
contract include a provision ensuring
that if AVI should leave Kenyon for
any reason, employees will be paid the
“vacation pay and sick time” they have
accrued while being employed by AVI.
Also, the new contract assures that AVI
will answer all requests for days off from
its employees.
Furthermore, a major point of
contention during contract negotiations
was centered around the practice of AVI
assisting its employees in paying for their
insurance while the employees are on
vacation. Dawn Perry, the Vice President of Marketing for AVI FOODSYSTEMS, explained that under the new

5 CAs quit, Res-Life
continues search
By Lindsay Means
News Assistant
This past semester, Residential
Life has seen the resignation of five
Community Advisors (CAs). According to Assistant Dean of Students
for Housing and Residential Life
Alicia Dugas, three resigned prior to
Thanksgiving, while two are remaining on staff until the end of the second
semester.
“No one had their position
terminated,” said Dugas. “These decisions had to do with best fit and their
desire to focus on both academics
and other extra-curricular commitments, not personal or relationship
issues.” Dugas also said that staff has
been hired to “to ensure that all of
Kenyon’s students who live on campus
have access to a CA and to ensure
that Kenyon’s community continues
to thrive.”
Seven students, including two
first-year students, have applied for
the open CA positions. According to
Dugas, the Office of Residential Life is
pleased with the applicant pool. “We
believe in the passion of these individuals and know they their preparation work for next semester will serve
their residents well,” she said.
The CAs who resigned should
not have any problem with new room
assignments; many students will be
going abroad next semester, so there
are many vacancies available. Dugas
said that the Office of Residential Life

is still supporting the students who
left their positions. “There is a special bond that the staff forms when
dealing with times of crisis, training
and programming,” she said. “Even
after someone leaves Residence Life,
we care about them, continue to be
supporters and finally even serve as
references at times.”
Dugas said that the resignations
that occurred were “outside of Res
Life’s control”, and that the resignations were all the staff members’
personal choices. In order to benefit
the new CAs, “we have developed a
more comprehensive contract/working agreement [to benefit the new
staff members],” said Dugas. It details
“the responsibilities, commitments
and calendar engagements for the
upcoming year,” she said. “We want
staff to come into the position fully
prepared … no surprises as best as we
can predict.”
Complaints from former staff
members are being taken into consideration as well. The staff as a
whole is participating in an evaluation process, including a Quality of
Life survey to which nearly 1,000
students responded. Residence Life
has also been responding to specific
CA concerns, so, according to Dugas,
“we have changed duty to support
their needs, changed the Health and
Safety Inspection dates and opened
up avenues through which construcsee Res-Life, page 3

contract, “this practice will continue.”
In addition, AVI workers also received
an increase in their wages.
Some AVI workers, however, are
not pleased with the size of the wage
increase granted in the new contract.
Two dining hall workers who wish
to remain anonymous explained that
during the penultimate meeting before
the employees were to vote on the new
contract, they had voted on a minimum
increase of their wages that they would
accept from AVI. One of the workers
said that at this meeting, the employees
had agreed to strike if this minimum
increase was not met by AVI. They
further explained that Steve Riddle,
the UNITE HERE union representative for Kenyon’s AVI employees, had
assured the workers that they could
not be fired if they did in fact decide
to strike.
Despite the fact that it does not
increase wages of workers above the
demanded minimum, the new contract
was accepted by employees in early
November. Questions among certain

employees thus remain as to why the
contract was given a vote of approval
from the workers.
According to certain AVI employees interviewed, during the last meeting
before the vote was to take place, Riddle
informed the workers that “if we went
on strike, we would be permanently
replaced.” They felt this statement by
Riddle was contradictory to what he
had said at the previous gathering, and
went on to speculate that this motivated
many AVI employees to change there
vote in favor of the contract. Particularly, the employees pointed out that
Riddle’s warning swayed the votes of
some “five or six” workers who are
retiring in December of this year. They
explained that the employees leaving
AVI in December decided not to strike
and to instead vote in favor of accepting
the terms of the contract because they
did not want to lose their jobs so close
to the date of their retirement.
Riddle responded to the employees concerns about the seemingly
contradictory statements he made in

the last two meetings by explaining that
“the confusion about striking is due to
their contract which has a no strike/no
lock out clause,” he said. “Once our
contract with AVI expired our members
had the right to strike (except during the
time that we signed an extension of the
contract). We gave the employer notice
that we wanted to end the extension as
of Nov. 4, 2007. This gave our members
the right to strike if their new contract
was voted down on Nov. 5, 2007.”
Riddle went on to say that he had
not told the workers they would be fired
if they went on strike, but instead, he
told them that “if the contract is voted
in (that day) then they could be fired if
they went on strike (after it is voted in).”
The crux of the employees complaint is
whether or not Riddle told them they
could only be fired if they approved the
new contract.
More specifically, the contract that
the employees were bound by until Nov.
4, 2007 did not permit them to strike.
see AVI, page 3

Let’s Debate ‘08

Katie Weber

Evan McLaren ’08 and Tyler Sterns ’11 represented the Libertarians in Rosse Hall on
Tuesday during “Let’s Debate ’08” as the leaders of the Kenyon College Republicans, the
Kenyon College Democrats and the Kenyon College Libertarians wrestled over presidential
policies on key election issues.
“Let’s Debate ’08” was sponsored by the Student Association for Voter Empowerment
(SAVE) and supported by the political science department. Its aim was to raise civic
awareness and educate the campus not only about political activism on campus, but also
about issues that are bound to be controversial in the 2008 elections.
Matt Segal ’08 moderated, asking questions on 12 key issues: voting rights, Iraq and
the Middle East, education, immigration, civil liberties, GLBT rights, drugs, the Jena Six,
health care, the environment, women’s rights and the economy. Each debater was given a
minute to answer a question and 45 seconds for rebuttals, plus ten minutes at the end of
the hour for audience members to ask their questions.
							

—Hannah Curran
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Acland residents warned of water
contamination during construction
by Sarah Friedman
Features Editor
Notices left on student doors
over Thanksgiving break caused
c onf usion when students re turned to campus saying they had
to boil their water. On Tuesday,
Nov. 20, the Village of Gambier
issued a boil order advisory in
the areas near the construction
site between Seitz House and
Timberlake House, according to
Village Administrator Suzanne
Hopkins. The advisory applied
to Ransom Hall, the Horn Galler y, Timberlake House, Edelstein House, Hor witz House,
Seitz House, Acland House, Crozier Center, Wilson Apartments
and Acland Apartments. It was
lifted the next day at 3:30 p.m.,
said Hopkins.
The Village purposely shut
down the water valves around the
construction site to allow workers to install a new water line,
said Mayor Kirk Emmert. The
line will serve the new house, the

Center for the Study of American
Liberal Democracy.
According to federal law,
the College must send a water
s a mp l e to a n  Enviro nm enta l
Protection Agency-approved lab
when a water line is shut down,
said Superintendent of Buildings
and Grounds Ed Neal. The lab,
located in Mount Vernon, returns
the results in about 24 hours, said
Emmert.
“It’s just a precaution because once the water shuts off,
the pressure goes down and it’s
possible for things to seep into
the system,” said Emmert. This
time, “there wasn’t any contamination in the system at all that we
know about,” he said.
According to Emmert, the
alert was over in 36 hours. On
Tuesday, students were notified
of the situation via a studentinfo e-mail; the next day, another
student-info declared the boil
alert lifted. Information was also
available on the Kenyon website.
Students living in affected hous-

ing were not specifically notified
of the end of the alert, and the
notices remaining on their doors
after Thanksgiving break caused
confusion.
“I  had to call Security and
ask them if the boil alert was
still on because it’d been a long
time [and] we hadn’t heard anything ,” said Heather Blauvelt ’10,
a resident of Acland Apts. The
first time she called, a Security
officer told her he did not know
the status of the boil alert. The
second time, on Thursday, Nov.
29, a Security officer told her it
had been lifted.
The Village is the local water
authority, said Neal. “At their
request,” the maintenance department sends emails, posts notices
and turns off drinking fountains,
he said. Once the lab notifies the
Village that the water sample is
contamination-free and potable,
the Village calls maintenance,
which sends e-mails, removes the
notices and turns on the drinking
fountains.

Safes Drives moves out of
Crozier House, still homeless
by Hannah Curran
Editor-in-Chief
Although they might drive you
home, Safe Drives is looking for a new
home itself after the Crozier Center
for Women asked the program to
relocate.
Since its creation two years ago,
Safe Drives has been run of out the
Crozier Center for Women. When
students were housed in the upstairs library this fall as the program
was moved downstairs to the choir
room.  
“It was different when Safe
Drives could be removed entirely
from downstairs social events,” said
Rachel Kaupilla ’08, student manager
of the Crozier Center for Women.
“There are events held downstairs in
Crozier on weekend evenings, many
of which are private parties. It is not
appropriate for there to be a separate
group present. We would very much
like to maintain Crozier as a place for
small social events, as there is already a
lack of these spaces on campus.”
Although the upstairs library has
its own telephone line, the downstairs
music room does not. As a result,
the x5300 (Crozier) number rings
constantly. “We have to take it off
the hook, especially on weekends
when Safe Drives is not staffed and
running,” said Kapuilla.
Thirdly, Kaupilla said, the space
has not been adequately respected nor
the program properly planned by the
participants of Safe Drives. “The room
is often left dirty,” she said. “There is
also no consistent location where

the radios are left every week and
furniture has been rearranged and not
put back. Additionally, individuals
assigned to work the program show
up to Crozier without instruction or
direction on the process for running
Safe Drives and ask the residents for
help, as they have not been properly
trained on procedures.”
The biggest problem Crozier
had with Safe Drives? The men.
“It is especially uncomfortable and
inappropriate for a group comprised
solely of men (as is often the case
when any fraternity is running Safe
Drives) to take over the downstairs
of any Women’s Center on weekend
nights, remaining until 2 a.m.,” said
Kaupilla in a statement drafted by
herself and Crozier Center advisor
and Assistant Dean for Academic
Advising Erin Ciramboli. “Coizer is
supposed to be a safe, welcoming and
comfortable space for women above
all, and having any group of men occupy the space late at night prevents
Crozier from fulfilling this role.”
On an average night, Safe Drives is
staffed by four volunteers, usually
from the same organization or Greek
society, although independents do
occasionally volunteer. Two volunteers sit in the music room to answer
phone calls while the other two run
the single vehicle to various residential
points around on campus. The Greek
Council consists of four sororities,
eight fraternities and one co-ed
group; despite the gender imbalance,
however, this semester Safe Drives was
run by female groups almost as often
as male groups.

When the Greek Council adopted the Safe Drives program, it set
no strict guidelines detailing how to
run the night. “We have sent an email
asking details of what groups left the
Center messy, and specific actions
or suggestions Crozier has to make
Safe Drives a better program,” said
Greek Council president Brendan  
Mysliwiec ’08. “The Council is taking
suggestions for any places that might
work out.”
Safe Drives will continue to run;
it is just a matter of where. Temporary
rooms being considered include the
Old Bank Building and Hillel, which
has three separate phone lines. When
Peirce is completed, the Greek Council will run the service from its own
specific room in the building.
The Greek Council received no
warnings before Crozier delivered the
decision. “The reasoning is perfectly
understandable,” said Mysliwiec. “I 
just wish we had gotten a bit of a
heads-up so we could fix what was
wrong. We can’t fix it if we didn’t
know about it.”
The burden of Safe Drives now
falls upon the shoulders of the newly
appointed Greek Council Safety coordinator Jack Robling ’10. Robling
plans to create a schedule of when and
who is operating that night as well as
specific instructions not only for the
driving but also the telephone homebase operation.
According to Greek Council,
Crozier will entertain thoughts of
re-admitting Safe Drives to the music
room. Crozier, however, did not mention that possibility.   
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From the Office of the President
President S. Georgia Nugent discussed with the Collegian administrative
issues surrounding the budget and a change that would make the Office of
Academic Advising part of the academic division of the College instead of the
student life division.  
“We thought that we were looking at a very discouraging situation with
health care costs,” said Nugent.  She also said that after the senior staff meeting,
the budget and finance committee examined the issue more closely.  “Now we
believe that that projection was not correct,” said Nugent. “We are not facing as
bad a situation as we thought.”
Balancing the school’s budget continues to be a challenge for the administration.  “I think the budget requests that people have come forward with would
total almost $4 million,” said Nugent. “And the money that we do have available
for allocation is less than $400,000.  It’s always hard because all of these things we
want to do are good things to do.”
“I would imagine,” said Nugent, “that top priorities that people would really want to look at would be faculty salaries, which have slipped relative to our
peers.”  
Another priority she said would be considered in planning the budget was
allocating more money to the Office of Financial Aid in order to decrease the
amount of student loans that students need to take out to attend Kenyon.  
She also said that another of the priorities would be looking at what money
LBIS and the new Vice President Mike Roy need.  “I think there is always a desire
when a new person comes in to head up a division, to try to find resources for
them to do what they need to do,” said Nugent.  “These are things we would like
to accomplish.  How much of that we’ll be able to do, I don’t know.  This will be
a discussion up through Christmas.”
“The Provost announced yesterday that we are going forward with a slight
reorganization that we’ve been looking at for about three years,” said Nugent.  “That
is, to move academic advising actually into the academic division.  That’s the way it
happens in many places. … The Dean of Academic Advising is Jane Martindell …
and we’ve been talking with her and before with [Former Dean of Students] Don
Omahan and now with [Dean of Students] Tammy [Gocial] about does it make
sense for academic advising to be in student life or should it be in academics.”  
“It allows Dean Martindell to devote more attention to the academic side,”
said Nugent. “She’s been wanting to … evaluate our advising for a while.”
Nugent said that this would be a move simply “in terms of reporting” and
not a physical move at this point.   
                   —Leslie Parsons

Shawn Kelly Memorial Holiday Party

Roxanne Smith

Delta Kappa Epsilon’s annual Shawn Kelly Memorial Holiday Party is in Gund
Ballroom from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. tonight. DKE partners with Knox County Head Start
to bring about 150 underprivileged children from Knox County and their families
to Kenyon to celebrate the winter holidays.
Head Start tells DKE how many children will be attending and what age they
are and the DKEs buy a present for each of them, said DKE president Brian Hepp ’09.
According to Zach Shapiro ’08, the DKEs spent last Saturday wrapping presents.
“I just love handing out the gifts and seeing the smile on their faces,” said Shapiro. “It’s such a great feeling, and even though I’m not Christian and never celebrate
Christmas, I’m glad I get to be a part of the holiday spirit.”
The event featured face painting, cookie decorating, a movie, card making,
Santa Claus and an Owl Creeks performance.
The event, which has been held for over ten years, is held in memory of Shawn
Kelly, a DKE and “one of Kenyon’s best swimmers” who died in the early 1990s, according to Hepp. “When it first started out it was only a one night event,” he said, but
it was so popular that it expanded to two nights. “It’s gotten bigger and bigger every
year,” he said.                                                                                                   —Sarah Friedman

Senior Staff
At its meeting on Dec. 4, Senior Staff:
     •    Considered implementation of an emergency campus alert system.
     •    Began a detailed discussion of the 2008-2009 College operating budget.
                                                —Courtesy of Senior Advisor to the President Howard Sacks
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Village record
Nov. 29—Dec. 5, 2007

Nov. 29, 8:19 a.m. — Tampering with fire equipment/extinguisher discharged
at Norton Hall.
Nov. 29, 2:30 p.m. — Medical call regarding ill person at the KAC. Person
transported by squad to the hospital.
Nov. 29, 8:27 p.m. — Suspicious vehicle reported at the Remote Lot.
Nov. 30, 11:26 p.m. — Vandalism – window broken at Gund Commons.
Nov. 30, 11:39 p.m. — Medical call regarding student with cut finger at
McBride Residence. Cut was bandaged by CA.
Dec. 1, 12:56 a.m. — Ill/intoxicated underage student at Leonard Hall.
Student transported by squad to the hospital.
Dec. 1, 1:15 a.m. — Ill/intoxicated student at McBride Residence. Student
transported to residence and will be watched by roommate.
Dec. 1, 3:19 a.m. — Vandalism/phone pulled off the wall at Hanna Hall.
Dec. 1, 9:18 p.m. — Underage possession/consumption of alcohol at Gund
Commons.
Dec. 2, 10:10 a.m. — Water leak at Manning Hall. Maintenance was notified.
Dec. 2, 1:28 p.m. — Vandalism at Watson Hall/spray painting on outside of
building.
Dec. 3, 12:12 a.m. — Vandalism – writing/drawing on wall at Ralston House.
Dec. 3, 7:57 a.m. — Vandalism to candy machine at Caples Residence.
Dec. 3, 1:51 p.m. — Theft of furniture from Mather Residence TV lounge.
Dec. 4, 5:28 p.m. — Vandalism/writing on wall at Farr Hall.
Dec. 5, 10:22 a.m. — Non-injury vehicle accident on Chase Avenue involving
student car. Highway Patrol was notified for a report.

Greek Council
Dec. 4, 2007

• Jack Robling ’10 is replacing Noah Winterer ’09 as Safety Coordinator
by unanimous vote. He will be in charge of scheduling Safe Drives volunteer
procedures.
• Rush schedules should already be in; pledging schedules are due Dec. 10.
All schedules may be changed but changing the rush schedule now runs the risk
of being misprinted in the pledging booklet.
• Pre-rush meetings will be held in all first-year dorms throughout the week.
Mather and McBride will host their information sessions on Wednesday at 9:30
p.m.; the quad will have meetings at 8:45 p.m., 9:15 p.m. and 9:45 p.m. in Lewis,
Gund and Norton, respectively. Pizza will be provided.
• The hazing meeting at the beginning of pledging will be mandatory both
for pledges and members of their organizations.
• A meeting to facilitate communication between residents and fraternities
with lodges will be held on Dec. 5 at 9:30 p.m. at the Psi Upsilon lodge.
				
—Hannah Curran

Swipe Card Forum
Dean of Student Tammy Gocial, Chief Business Officer Dave McConnell, Assistant
Dean of Students for Housing and Residential Life Alicia Dugas and Campus Safety Officer Greg Von Freymann answered questions moderated by the Chair of the Housing
and Grounds Committee Jack Hornick ‘09.
McConnell said that there has been a discussion about dorm safety for several years
in the parents committee, but it gained importance this year because of a convergence of
three issues: the four bomb threats on campus this fall, Virginia Tech and the fact that there
have been 23 trespass letters sent in the last three years that banned people from campus.
McConnell said that there are about 130 thefts on campus each year.
Hornick said that the Housing and Grounds subcommittee on swipe cards favors
proximity (proxy) cards instead of swipe cards. Proxy cards can activate the door lock even
if they are in wallets or backpacks within a foot or two of the card reader.
The subcommittee has looked into several alternatives, such as key pads with codes.
The problem with key pads is that it is easy for non-students to learn the code. Key pads
on locker rooms in Ernst had the code written on the wall within a few days of their
installation.
Dorms would not be on 24-hour lock down. Individual dorms could potentially
set their own hours for when doors would be locked. If the network goes down, all doors
would automatically open.
The $200,000 plan for proxy cards would not be enough to put card readers on
every dorm door. For each dorm, students would be able to exit out of every door but
would only be able to enter through the doors with card readers. This plan would also
not include academic buildings, though several departments have expressed interest in
proxy card access to their buildings.
Dugas suggested that students ask the Board of Trustees for money for phones near
doors so students who have forgotten their card can call a friend or security for access to the
building. If doors are propped open for too long, an alarm would go off to alert security.
Hornick asked students to email Housing and Grounds (housingandgrounds@
kenyon.edu) with any ideas or concerns. He reminded students that Student Council and
Housing and Grounds meetings are open to all students and encouraged them to attend.
Minutes from the forum will be sent out via allstu. There will also be an online survey, the
link will be emailed out Thursday and there may also be a link on the webmail page.
					
—Megan Shipley
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Emmert reelected, plans to
increase park areas during next term
by Samantha Goodin
Staff Writer
In the elections held on Nov. 6, Kirk
Emmert was reelected as Mayor of Gambier, after running uncontested. Over his
next term, Emmert plans to work with Village Council to improve the Village’s water
piping system and the Village property in
downtown Gambier, as well as to develop
park areas for the Village.
This term, Emmert and Village
Council have plans “to get the storm water
utility up and going,” to paint the water
tower and to improve park space for the
Village. There are also plans to put in more
sidewalks and plant more trees. “People
who come here remark on these trees and

how pretty they are,” Emmert said. “We
want to make that continue.”
Emmert and the Council will make
further plans, including a long-term
five-year plan, at the Council’s retreat in
January.
Emmert was the only candidate
for mayor, which he said was “unusual.”
He was disappointed that no one else
ran: “I’ve discovered that I actually like
campaigning. It gets the issues discussed.
… I wish people would run against me.
It’s more fun that way.”
Emmert said that he ran for reelection because he enjoys the job and because
there are “unfinished things that I’d like to
keep working on.”
Looking back on his last term, Em-

mert expressed regrets “that we haven’t
completely resolved the water problem.
… We’re still making progress, but I wish
it were all solved.” Emmert explained
that “we lose at least around one-third of
water that we buy [from Mount Vernon].
The soil is rocky here. Pipes were not laid
correctly before… and pointed rocks poke
holes in them and they break.” The Village
is working on meters to detect leaks.
However, Emmert is proud of “the
degree to which we’ve dealt with the
water problem.” Also, Emmert said, “the
wastewater plant is running well now,
and when I came in, it wasn’t.” Emmert
also points out that, in the running of the
Village, there are “a lot of things you don’t
notice when they’re working.”

Students discuss concerns over
campus computing at LBIS forum
by Sarah Friedman
Features Editor
On Nov. 13, Library and Information Services and the Academic Affairs
Committee held a forum to discuss
student concerns about the Kenyon
network.
According to Zach Shapiro ’08, students expressed 17 main concerns, ranging
from the connection being too slow to the
inability to connect Xbox and Wii to the
network to the H drive connections not
being stable.
“One of the major concerns is that
the way the network is formatted …

technically one person could take all the
bandwidth,” said Shapiro. “[LBIS is] looking into an idea that every student would
have a set amount of bandwidth.”
According to Vice President for
Library and Information Services Mike
Roy, the current network system allocates
bandwidth based on “protocol of the applications,” not by user. “We now realize
that we need to re-think this approach to
avoid the situation where a single student
gobbles up too much of a scarce resource,”
he said.
According to Roy, LBIS is considering contracting with an outside vendor to
implement the approach it chooses.

“While we hope to make marginal
improvements during this year, to make
larger changes will require budgetary
shifts that we probably can’t make until
the next fiscal year begins in July,” said Roy.
“Throughout we intend to keep students
involved in the decision-making process.”
Roy, Director of Information Access Megan Fitch, Director of Information Systems and Institutional Research
Ron Griggs and about 20 students were
present.
Students with network-related concerns can comment on LBIS’s blog at
http://kenyonlbis.blogspot.com/ or email
Zach Shapiro at shapiroz@kenyon.edu.

AVI: employees suspicious about
how contract was negotiated
CONTINUED from page 1

So, if the employees voted down an
extension on this contract and did not
approve a new contract, they would
then be able to strike without their
employment being terminated by AVI.
According to the document obtained
by the Collegian,
“The Employer shall have the
right to discharge any employee who

participates in [a strike].” In actuality,
had the employees not approved the
new contract or extended the previous
one, it would be unlawful for AVI to fire
striking employees in the first 12 weeks
of the strike.
Further suspicions among the
employees, who again wish to remain
anonymous, arose from the manner
in which the agreement was reached
in the final days of negotiations. The

employees stated that when the AVI
workers met in the Kenyon Athletic
Center to vote on the contract, they
were struck by the way Melody Monroe,
the resident director of AVI at Kenyon,
treated Union representatives Riddle
and Michelle Smith. They explained
that Monroe’s behavior struck them
us suspicious because it was in “stark
contrast” to earlier exchanges between
AVI and the union representatives.

Res-Life: Office seeks feedback
CONTINUED from page 1

tive criticism and positive support can
be shared.”
Overall, the Residential Life staff
is still optimistic for the rest of the year.
“This is not the first case of a student
stepping into a major leadership position and realizing it was perhaps not
the best fit at this point in their colle-

giate life,” said Dugas. “One candidate
said it well that being a CA is a “selfless
act” in which you gain so much by giving so much … many future CAs learn
from watching their own CAs at one
point. Often what they don’t see is the
“behind the scenes” work that goes
into making a program successful, the
late night pep talks [with] a stressed
out resident or even the weekly night

of duty.”
The recent survey was just the
first step of a program overhaul, said
Dugas. “Just as the staff are new to
the position this year, so are we. We
continue to seek feedback, suggestions and open dialogue with the staff
to improve their quality of life as well
as the quality of life of all Kenyon
students.”
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Notes from Abroad
Awkward in Ecuador
By Christine Dutko
Guest Columnist
I love Ecuador and I am dreading the day when I
will board a plane and head back to the U.S. The food
is incredible, from the cuy (guinea pig) to the amazing
pan that is more than just ordinary bread. The people are
kind and caring, and have gone out of their way to make
me feel welcome. The paisaje (landscape) is breathtaking
pretty much anywhere you look (sorry, Kenyon—the Andes definitely beat the Hill) and the selection of pirated
CDs and DVDs leaves nothing to be desired. Even the
garbage trucks are magical, playing nursery rhymes and
Christmas tunes as they collect the trash every day.
Still, being in a foreign country is bound to create
awkwardness. The language barrier alone creates uncomfortable situations. My flawed Spanish, however, is
nothing compared to some of the situations I have been
in, one of which I am currently living almost every day.
I had so many aspirations for my time abroad. For
my program through the School for International Training (SIT), I am working on a month-long individual
field-study project. I knew coming into the program that
I wanted to study indigenous medicine. I pictured myself
riding into the Amazon Basin in a canoe and spending
time with a shaman to learn something of his practices.
The program, however, turned out to have a connection
with a hospital that practices three different kinds of
medicine, among them Andean. Instead of fighting
off mosquitoes and humidity, I’m battling congestion
from the continuously erupting Volcán Tungurahua
while working for the Hospital Andino Alternativo de
Chimborazo in Riobamba.
Most days find me awkwardly standing in a room
with a yachak healer while they do a limpia with someone.
Now, limpias are cool and all—I had two while I was on
the coast—but because they involve someone stripping
down to his or her underwear and being rubbed with
plants, cigarettes, an egg or a guinea pig, they aren’t
exactly the easiest thing for someone to just walk in on
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Is feminism at
Kenyon WACK?
By Richard Wylde
Staff Writer

and watch, especially when that someone is so visibly
foreign. For the most part, the patients have accepted
me as a student and even chat with me while they are
having their bad energy removed, but I can never get over
the feeling that they prefer that I not be there. I know
I would feel awkward if there was a strange person in a
room with me while I stripped down to my underwear
and underwent a healing process.
To make things slightly more awkward, the healers
talk with each other in Quichua, a language I studied in
Quito but have not come close to mastering. I can only
say things like “I am tired,” “I am from the United States,”
and “that cat is multi-colored.” Therefore, when I hear
the healers talking in Quichua and I hear the word gringita repeated about five times with several glances in my
direction and occasional laughter, I can’t help but wonder
what they’re saying. I just awkwardly laugh when they
laugh and act like I know what they’re saying though I
know, as do they, that I really have no idea.
Despite the constant awkwardness, I am picking
up more Quichua every day and learning so much
about Andean medicine. While everyone at Kenyon is
undoubtedly getting ready for finals week, I have my own
final task here in Ecuador: the dreaded 25-page research
paper, mine on Andean medicine and the public health
system of Ecuador. While I won’t be writing my paper
about how awkward this whole experience has been, a
lot of the stuff I am writing in my paper comes directly
from these daily uncomfortable situations. For me, being
here has meant taking all of my awkward experiences and
learning from them. One of the reasons I went abroad
was that I knew that I wouldn’t be able to get this kind
of experience at Kenyon. Facing new experiences and
leaving all that is familiar is bound to lead to awkwardness. But again, the whole experience has been worth
it. You won’t find anything like Andean medicine in the
Kenyon Health Center.

World AIDS Day: Student Perspectives

On World AIDS Day, Saturday, Dec. 1, Hilary Clinton declared, “AIDS is not just an African
problem, an Asian problem or an American problem. It’s not someone else’s problem. It’s a problem of
our common humanity, and we are called to respond, with love, with mercy and with urgency.”
In order to reinforce the fact that AIDS is something that has been very real and urgent in many
Kenyon students’ lives, the Crozier Center for Women and the AIDS coalition attempted to collect stories
of Kenyon students’ experiences with HIV and AIDS. Here are two of the stories that we collected.
“In tenth grade, a boy told me that he thought all gay people deserved to die from AIDS. He doesn’t
know that my uncle did die from AIDS when I was eight.”
-Lucy Stoll ’11
“When I was nine, my father’s only brother, John, died of AIDS. [My father] received a phone call
from John’s friend saying that he’d better come down to New York right away. He said that this was
just the beginning. My father remembers watching his brother wither away in his hospital bed, sheets
soaked in sweat.
John never told his parents he was gay, though my father thinks his mother suspected it. John was
the favorite son, a successful architect, and to admit his homosexuality to his conservative parents would
have been devastating. When John died, his parents told everyone that he had committed suicide.”
- Rachel Kauppila ’08

Courtesy of wikimedia.org

At Kenyon, if anyone expressed a dislike of women,
there would be an up roar. Yet
ask people how they feel about
feminism, and the answers will
vary. It is hard to have positive
associations with words like
“f em ina z i ” or “man-hater,”
terms used for feminist extremists, and for many people the
idea of feminism carries with
it inherently negative connotations.
At the first Women and
Culture at Kenyon (WACK)
meeting , a member defined
feminism as “the belief in the
social, political and economic
equality of women.” Founded
by Rita Seabrook ’09, Daisy
Linden ’09, Sivan Vainer ’09
and Lovey Walker ’09, all of
whom took a Psycholog y of
Women class when they were
sop homores, WAC K me ets
e ver y week to have focused
discussions on different topics
having to do with social practices and gender. Sixteen people attended the first meeting
in early November, a quarter of
whom were males.
“I was surprised [at the
male turnout],” said Seabrook.
“I ’m g lad there are various
opinions, because we’d like to
have a diverse group. Just having a meeting about women is
not the point.”
One of the first issues
brought up at the meeting was
that there are many different
forms of feminism, despite the
misconception that there is just
one: man-hating.
“ The way the definition
[of feminism] is interpreted
depends on who you are,” said
Ricki O’Neill ’08, a women’s
and gender studies major who
attended the meeting. “For me,
it means to look at things critically, be pro-active and notice
the way that social structures
are constructed.”
O’Neill is currently conducting a study for her “Femin i st Me th o d o l o g i e s” c l a ss
dealing with how women feel
about the utilization of space
on campus.
“We don’t have anything
like a student union, apart from
the bookstore, the Gund game
room and Middle Ground,” she
said. “A lot of spaces and houses
are controlled by frats, and not
everyone feels comfortable in
that environment. There are
only a few spaces for use by
women, and the study is looking at how other women feel
about it.”
The most prominent women’s space on campus is the

Crozier Center for Women.
Although it does not identify
itself as a feminist institution,
it tries to “raise awareness of
women’s issues, and empower
women among women at Kenyon,” according to student
manager Rachel Kauppila ’08.
“ The so cia l conception
of feminism might make some
people not want to straight-out
identif y [as a feminist],” said
Kauppila . “If you ask some
men what they think of feminists, they would respond that
‘feminists hate men,’ which is
not true. We are just trying to
find a way to eliminate harassment, m iso g yny, abuse and
violence.”
All people interviewed for
this article agreed that there
is not explicit discrimination
ag ainst women or feminists
at Kenyon, but, according to
Kauppila, that does not mean
it is nonexistent.
“There seems to be a conception that men and women
are equal, almost a feeling that
‘ Why are we complaining ?’”
said Kauppila. “There is still a
lot of room for improvement.”
Another group that has
facilitated discussions on social issues is Kenyon Men for
Social Responsibility. Though
originally conceived as a response to sexua l assault on
campus, the group now meets
to discuss socia l issues and
to provide outreach to males
in hig h school “who need a
positive message about women
and relationships,” said Colin
Maguire ’08.
“When you are in a position of power, it’s easy to be
complacent,” said O’Neill.
“A s l o n g a s p e o p l e a re
brave enough to see past the
fallaciousness and inefficacy of
labels, I wouldn’t have a problem with saying I’m a feminist,”
said Jordan Pedersen ’09, one
of the males who attended the
first WACK meeting. “People
ne e d to b e c onscious that,
even if they don’t recognize
it, discrimination does exist in
gender, race and age.”
Even in the haven of Gamb ier, e qua l it y is a d ifficu lt
concept.
“Equality is hard to define,
but it should always be the
goal,” said Director and Professor of Women’s and Gender
Studies Laurie Finke. “ The
question of whether women
will achieve equality is similar
to whether African-Americans
will achieve equality. I don’t
know, but I can tell you it’s
so much better than when I
was in college. I would hope
that everyone would want to
improve.”
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Grass less green at the bottom of the Hill, say grads
By Stuart Schisgall
Kenyon Alumnus ’07
Seniors, aren’t you tired of
Kenyon? After a few years in
Gambier, some students feel an
urge to be done with the college
lifestyle, and want to experience
the “real world.” Kenyon and
its friendly confines sometimes
cannot provide enough stimulation after students spend a year
or semester abroad, while others
just get Kenyon-fatigued after
three years on campus. For the
class of 2008, it may be helpful
to look at what the class of 2007
has been up to since mid-May, as
they’ve tried to answer a common
but very serious and overwhelming question—“ What are we
supposed to be doing with our
lives?”
While Kenyon may only
provide a few nights of partying
and the occasional cow tipping,
it is important to enjoy your final
year at Kenyon as much as possible while juggling classes, social
activities and comps. Kenyon
may not provide every opportunity that larger cities provide
or diversions other than the
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday
night parties, but it does a great
job of creating a regimented
lifestyle. Every semester you
go to class, play your sports and
participate in your clubs, eat
your meals with your friends
and in your free time, study.
Though life may not be perfect
for many Kenyon students, ev-

eryone shares a goal—graduate
after four years.
One of the realizations you
have after graduating from Kenyon, however, is that you’re
entering a “new life.” There isn’t
a three-month summer break, or
a summer internship. You’re embarking on a completely different challenge—the post-college
life—and, unlike having the communal sense provided at Kenyon,
you have to do it alone.
One of the ironies about
post-college life is that you may
feel that you want to return to
Kenyon in the fall because your
friends are there and you have
personal connections to the
people and the environment.
As many recent graduates have
experienced, however, when you
return to Gambier as an alumnus,
it is not the same place. Will
Lippert ’07 reflected on his trip
to Kenyon this fall for a Lords
football game: “It was such a
great time and I had no idea
how much I had missed Kenyon.
However, the worst part about
going back was that I really did
not know my place. As a student
of the College, I knew my place,
but not as an alumnus.”
When returning to the Hill,
you realize that you are not a
student, and this creates a sense
of isolation because everyone
else around you is a student. You
become aware of a harsh separation from your “comfort zone” at
Kenyon as a student as a sense of
confusion overwhelms you. You

try to make connections with
your past life while simultaneously trying to break into your
new post-Kenyon future. You’re
stuck somewhere in the middle
where no one has any mercy on
you and students start calling you
the new “Kenyon bum.”
“Post-Kenyon life is a bit
lonely ; you’re not constantly
around peers, and it takes effort
to have a social life,” reflected
Susan Iskiwitch ’07, who currently resides in St. Louis, MO
and works in a public relations
firm.
“Overall, it just feels weird
being out of college,” said Lippert, a graduate student at Tulane
University in Louisiana. “I officially feel old.”
John Compton ’07, who is
living in Georgia and works on
archaeological sites throughout
the Northeast and Midwest,
said, “being away from Kenyon
is a liberating experience in some
ways—no more essays or end of
the semester rushes to get everything done. On the other hand,
he said, it quickly became apparent what I had lost in leaving the
Hill to work: the company of
hundreds of intelligent people all
within my own age group.”
Jessica Eddins ’07, who
moved to New York City after
graduating to find work as an actor, “miss[es] the people, and the
supportive community feel” that
Kenyon fostered as well as the
more practical amenities Kenyon
provided. Eddins noted that

“having all my meals provided
and not having to worry about
my electric bill being too high”
are two of the luxuries Kenyon
students take for granted and
usually do not have to experience
until graduating.
Ira Ochs ’07, who currently
resides in Madison, WI has recently joined a band and thinks
of the post-Kenyon life as “freeing a lot of the time, but a lot of
the time, it just gets boring. I’m
waiting to go back to school,
but it isn’t going to happen. It’s
kind of like summer break never
ended.”
For those students who decide that graduate school is their
best route in the post-Kenyon
life for reasons ranging from
becoming a professional in a
certain field to earning a Ph.D.,
and for the few who are trying
to delay experiencing the “real
world,” they should be aware of
the consequences of spending
another $100,000 on furthering
their education.
“Going to graduate school
in a city where you don’t know
a soul is quite challenging. It is
as if you are completely starting
everything over,” said Lippert,
who is studying epidemiolog y.
“In terms of the workload, I feel
that it is about two to three times
the amount I had in college, but
the information that is addressed
is not as challenging as the workload I experienced in college.”
Matt Zaremsky ’07, who is
getting his Masters and Ph.D. in

mathematics at the University of
Virginia, feels that academically,
“It’s quite a bit harder, but it’s all
math. I can’t take a break from
math and work on a philosophy
paper for awhile. I can take a
break from math, and work on
other math.” The social aspect of
graduate school also differs; Zaremsky pointed out that “it’s nice
at Kenyon because you can walk
down Middle Path and see your
friends, whereas in a city now, I
have to drive places. However,
it’s also nice to not have everyone
there all the time.” Zaremsky also
noted that his graduate school
experience is similar to Kenyon
in regards to “hanging around
people’s apartments, drinking
and talking about nonsense.”
As members of the class of
2008 continue their search for
the “perfect” job or the “right”
graduate school next year, they
should be aware that this is a very
intimidating goal that may be
impossible for any 22-year-old to
figure out with minimal “work”
or “life” experience. Perhaps the
class of ’08 can learn from Iskiwitch, who wished that she had
“spent less time worrying about
finding a job and really enjoyed
my last year at Kenyon, especially
after being abroad junior year.”
Though challenging , the
post-undergraduate life is not the
end of the best years of your life;
on the contrary, it is probably the
beginning of the newest, most
exciting and possibly the most
challenging part of your life.

Gambier Grillin’
Students
Question

Faculty & Staff

vs.

Correct
Answer

Ben Wright-Heuman ’08

Molly Schlemmer ’08 and Jessie
Rubenstein ’08

What is an octothorpe?

An eight-sided die.

Something with eight
throats.

An eight-sided weapon.

An eight-legged athlete.

The “pound”
symbol (#).

What is the most
commonly pickled
vegetable in the U.S.?

Cucumber.

Cucumber.

Cucumber.

Cucumber.

Cucumber.

Who was the first and
only president of the
Confederate States of
America?

Jefferson Davis.

Jefferson Davis.

Jefferson Davis.

Jefferson Davis.

What is an apiary?

A monkey house.

A place for bees.

A beehive, or a place for
keeping bees.

Beehive.

A bee yard, or a
place for keeping
bees.

The Beaten Path: Your
Guide to S&M.

The Handmaid’s Tale.

Actually, no, no idea.

The Edible
Woman.

Three.

Three.

Two.

What was the title of
Margaret Atwood’s Um ... Professor Laycock’s
going to kill me.
first published novel?

Total Correct

Two.

Adam Serfass, Classics

Students:21.5 / Faculty: 22

Joseph Adler, Religious Studies

Jefferson Davis.
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“We Card Hard:” Voter ID laws
Portrait: Dain Williams

The Kenyon
Collegian

In the Mount Vernon
Big Lots, it was Christmas
in October. By now, they’re
probably selling Valentine’s
Day cards, and by the time it
is actually Christmas, most
stores will be busy setting up
for Christmas 2013.
Here at Kenyon, nestled
away safely in our little bubble,
we are happily shielded from
much of the more offensive
over-commercialization of the
holiday season—the Village Market
and our very own College Bookstore
happily save most of their seasonal
decorations and merchandise for the
return from Thanksgiving, and even
the lights on Middle Path don’t turn
on until late in November. Of course,
this doesn’t mean that the rest of the
civilized world isn’t decking the halls
from Labor Day until New Year’s.
Other holidays don’t quite get
the same treatment that Christmas
does—Wal-Mart is certainly not
setting up giant inflatable menorahs
outside five months before the fact.
The window for the display of lights
and decorations, and for the marketing
of toys and stop-motion movies, has
been creeping back steadily for years,
and as a result we’re barely throwing
our carved pumpkins out before we’re
downing candy canes and eggnog.
It is easy, therefore, for everyone
to get a little tired of the holiday season, when every business and media
outlet in the country starts blitzing
us with advertisements for The Santa
Clause 8: The Clause in Tim Allen’s
Contract That Landed Him in this Awful Film a full half of a year before the
event we’re supposed to be celebrating
starts happening.
Still, as easy as it is to be cynical
about the holidays, there’s still something undeniably fun about getting
into the spirit of the season, if you
can manage to muster the enthusiasm
by the time December rolls around.
Even if Sam Walton has been shoving dancing Santas in your face since
the summer ended, there can still be
something special about getting or
receiving that thoughtful gift, or just
dusting off It’s a Wonderful Life and
watching it with some of the people
important to you.
So whether you’re celebrating
Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa or
nothing at all, we at the Collegian
would urge you to take advantage of
the holiday season—even if the corporate world never stops celebrating it, it
really only does come once a year.
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by Matt Segal
Guest Columnist
On Sept. 25 of this year, the
United States Supreme Court
agreed to consider a case on voter
ID laws. The case, appealed in the
seventh circuit court, requires
registered voters in the state of
Indiana to provide a governmentissued photo ID in order to cast a
ballot. Proponents of the law will
tell you that photo IDs are necessary to combat voter fraud, which
is pervasive and insidious. They
will readily speak about “illegal
immigrants” who are inundating
our polling places and casting
illegitimate votes without providing any identification. They
will also say that there is no good
reason why someone should not
have photo identification; after
all, you need one to drive a car,
fly on an airplane, cash a check
or even rent a movie.
What proponents of the bill
will not tell you is that, shocking
as it may seem, not all Americans
drive cars, fly on planes or even
go to Blockbuster. The actual
evidence of this “rampant” voter
fraud is minimal. Arizona, where
voter ID laws were implemented
in November of 2006, has 2.7
million registered voters, “238
[of whom] were believed to have
been non-citizens in the last ten
years,” according to Joyce Purnick
in a Sept. 26, 2006 article in the
New York Times. On top of this,

any undocumented immigrant
who is foolish enough to try to
vote illegally will likely receive
incarceration if not deportation
for such actions—risks that are
clearly not worth the reward.
In its attempt to cordon off
the throng of phantom illegalimmigrant voters, voter ID laws
sacrifice the poor, the elderly, the
young and many minorities as
collateral damage. The bill is tantamount to a modern day “poll
tax” that forces many eligible
voters to pay for a governmentissued photo ID. Furthermore,
proof of citizenship often comes
in the form of a birth certificate,
another document unobtainable
or even nonexistent for many
people born outside of hospitals. Missouri Secretary of State
Robin Carnahan estimates that
in her state alone, some 200,000
elig ible voters do not possess
driver’s licenses or any similar
forms of photo identification.
Many senior citizens have let
their driver’s licenses expire and
many young people have not yet
applied for them, while poor citizens often cannot afford to drive
cars or purchase state approved
IDs and passports.
Requiring photo IDs also
increases confusion for election
administrators. In a hearing held
by the Student Association for
Voter Emp owerment (SAV E)
this past July, se veral colleg e
students testified about the inability to prove domicile in their
college districts merely because
their photo ID was from a different part of the state or another
state entirely. Photo ID laws can
therefore prevent out-of-state
college students from registering
in the district where they attend
school. Were this the case ubiquitously, nearly all young voters
would be forced to vote absentee,

making the registration process
more bureaucratic, time-consuming and cumbersome.
Vo ter I D l aw s a l s o s e em
paradoxical after the House and
Senate overwhelmingly reauthorized the Voting Rights Act of
1965 two summers ago, prohibiting state and local governments
from establishing laws or policies
that would have a discriminatory
effect on the ability of certain
groups to vote. In a nation where
voter participation is already
extremely low—48.3 percent (on
average since 1945), according
to the International Institute
for Democrac y and Ele ctoral
A ss i stan c e — o ur law s s h o u l d
attemp t to aug m ent turn o ut
rather than disenfranchise legal
citizens. One could argue that
voter ID laws are more about
partisan politics than cleaning
up elections, as they primarily
affect demographics that suggest
a particular party affiliation.
Most disturbingly, voter ID
laws hardly scratch the surface
for legitimate solutions pertaining to voter fraud. As the 2004
election indicated, electronic
voting g litches, machine malfunctioning , absence of paper
trails, excessively long lines and
voter intimidation are the actual
threats to our democracy.
With that said, if there is
anyone culpable of fraud, it is the
highly partisan election administrators who institute draconian
reg istration rules, improperly
purge voting lists, unevenly distri b ute vo ting ma c h in e s an d
unlawfully deny provisional ballots to certain citizens. It is imperative that our judicial system
address the actual failures in our
voting systems and decide in the
favor of an accessible democracy
when considering this discriminatory law.
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Community Advisor losses unrelated to performance
by Lindsey Fritz and Jason
Block
Guest Columnists
The first part of this article
represents the opinions of, and
comes from the perspective of
Lindsey Fritz ’08. The second
part was written by Jason Block
on behalf of the Office of Residential Life.
R e c ently the R es identia l
L i f e pro g ram at Keny on ha s
come under a great deal of criticism. No matter what form the
criticism takes—In writing, from
former staff members, etc—I
think this is a result of change.
Kenyon seems to have a great
resistance to change. As a senior
and Head ,CA I think that I can
comment on some of the changes
that have happened in the Office
of Residential Life.
I think the Kenyon community has decided to focus too
much on the changes Residential
Life has made. As a Community
Advisor, I would argue that the
majority of my time as a CA is
not spent dealing with the changes. Instead, I focus on my residents. I think that my residents
would also agree that they realize
that I have spent a great deal of
time getting to know them and
helping them adjust to Kenyon.
I think that the campus knows
very little about the changes that
have occurred and because of
that have blown them way out of
proportion. If people decide that
a program should be criticized
the y should understand what
they are criticizing.
The changes I would like to
address first, and the ones that
I am most f am il iar with, are
the changes in the Community
Advisors job description. I was

hired last spring by the previous
administration. The contract
that I signed at the time when
I accepted this position was extremely vague; it really did not
specifically address my job responsibilities. When the new and
old CAs arrived on campus back
in August we were surprised at
the additional training we were
required to do (compared to last
year) and the perceived added
responsibilities we were given.
Duty hours and rounds were indeed increased. The professional
staff, however, asked us to do this
on a six-week trial basis. After
the six weeks adjustments were
made, our input was solicited and
listened to. We were also asked to
meet with our immediate staff,
our Assistant Directors and the
Dean of Residential Life once a
month. My understanding is that
last year there were weekly group
meetings with the entire staff.
This new meeting requirement
is more individualized and really
does not add any more meetings to our calendars. We were
also asked to form committees
headed by HCAs; these committees included community service,
issues, programming and recognition. Think of it this way :
the committees are in essence a
group project designed to help
CAs participate in, and receive
credit for, larger-scale programs.
There’s no question that being a
CA is a time commitment, but I
have been able to handle these
new and modified responsibilities, and I have been a better CA
because of them.
I love being a Community
Advisor; it is the best thing I
have done since coming to Kenyon. The job is one of the most
rewarding I have ever had. I get
great satisfaction from the interaction with my residents and the

rest of the staff. They are some
of the greatest people I have met
at Kenyon.
From right before Thanksgiving up until Wednesday, Nov.
28, the Office of Residential
Life offered the opportunity for
students at Kenyon to complete
a survey regarding their impressions of both their CAs and other
community services. We would
like to share some of the overall
trends we are seeing out of the
data. Needless to say, we are very
excited by the feedback we have
received so far.
923 students filled out the
survey. When asked if their CA
was approachable for assistance
and help, 84 percent of those
who answered either agreed or
strongly agreed that their CA
was approachable. When asked
whether they respected their CA,
a whopping 92 percent of those
who answered either agreed or
strong ly a g re e d that the y respected their CA.
The Residential Life professional staff was saddened to read
that some students believed that
we, in some way, contributed
to the recent departure of CAs
from their positions. One of the
questions we asked was meant
to gauge whether the sentiments
expressed in the articles were
widespread among the CAs and
subsequently being transmitted
to students living in the residential areas. We were pleased to see
that, by and large, our CAs are
energetic about their jobs! When
asked if students believe that
their CA is enthusiastic about
being a CA, 85 percent of those
who responded either agreed or
strongly agreed.
It is our strong belief that
being a CA is one of the best
jobs on campus. CAs get to meet
new people, serve as a resource

Collegian Cartoon

and genuinely help foster a sense
of community at Kenyon. Yes,
there have been some changes in
terms of making sure all members of the community are supported, but as this data shows,
students in the field working as
CAs are enthusiastic, and the
students that they support see
that. The Collegian articles to
date have been reporting on what
we consider to be growing pains.
Some former CAs have felt overwhelmed by that growth, and we
support their decisions to focus
on academics and achieving balance. Before Kenyon students
form opinions about our office
based on articles in the paper,
however, we encourage them to
talk to their peers and to talk to
their CAs. We are sure that the

real story about Residential Life
at Kenyon can be deduced from
those conversations.

Editorial Response : In our
story, “3 CAs quit, Res-Life calls
for applications” (Nov. 11, 2007)
the Collegian quoted two of the
Community Advisors who had
resigned. They called Res-Life’s
actions “unprofessional” and said
there was “a clear lack of trust
between the CAs and the administration.” If Mr. Block feels these
quotations are not correct (which
he did not contend at the time
and does not contend in the above
article), then he has some point.
If not, then it seems like the “real
story” has already been deduced.

HUMOR

Connecting to Kenyon While Away

By Evan Weiss
Winter break is coming up, which I hope means you are taking
a well deserved break from Kenyon. Although I’m sure it will be
wonderful to be home for the holidays, I also realize many of you
will dearly miss Kenyon. I’ve made a list of things to do while you
are away to help you feel at Kenyon again:
-Run into your professors around town. Only running into
them if they don’t live in your town is now stalking.
-Go to an airplane hanger to work out.
-If you live in a warm climate, walk into a meat freezer and just
stand there a while.
-Stay generally uninformed on national and international
news.
-Tell your parents that you are renovating your room for $20
and the room will be done by the end of break. You will know that
actually, the project will not be done until the end of next summer
and it will end up costing $4,000.
-Surprise your roommate by sneaking into his/her house at
night, so when he/she wakes up, you two are sleeping in the same
room again.
-Argue with someone about swipe cards, not because you care,
but because that’s what we do.
- Tr y t o w a t c h Yo u t u b e v i d e o s o n a t y p e w r i t e r .
-Every time you stand up, inform everyone in the room that
you are not just standing up, but “Standing up for Kenyon.” Then
when they all give you weird looks, make them feel guilty by yelling ,
“Why, what do you stand up for?!”

by Daniel Streicher

- And finally, re-read this Collegian three times a day.
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Former Kenyon student’s band enters BBC contest
By maia raber
A&E Editor
Mark Alan Boyd, who came
to Kenyon as a first year in the fall of
2005, was taking a year off from Kenyon
when his band, King Tut, qualified for
the BBC’s Next Big Thing contest. The
Collegian recently interviewed him by
e-mail.
Collegian: Can you explain the
BBC contest? How did you guys end
up entering it?
Mark Alan Boyd: The BBC’s Next
Big Thing contest was something I saw
on MySpace and decided on a whim to
enter it. It only took five or ten minutes
to pick a song and upload it. That
was about two months ago when we
were living with Drew’s grandparents
in Cashiers, North Carolina … On
Thanksgiving day, I woke at 10:30 a.m.
to my phone ringing. It was someone
from work … and they said to me,
“Someone from the BBC’s been trying
to call you since 7:00 a.m.” So I jumped
out of bed … and got in contact with
this producer from England. They told
me that our song, “What You’re After,”
had made it into the top 20 of the Next
Big Thing contest. There was an exciting
week where both Drew and I thought
of what we’d do if we were shipped
over to England to play for famous
producers and record company bigwigs,
but needless to say, we ended up not
advancing into the top five. It was still a
good bit of press and a lot of people had
been checking out our MySpace and
asking for us to e-mail them our songs.
Collegian: How did King Tut
form, and what type of music do you
play?
MAB: The name King Tut
originally came to me freshman year at
Kenyon. My roommate Mike Dunford
and I were … talking about funny names
for metal bands. I thought “King Tut”
would be a good one for that, but
eventually, it ended up being that King
Tut would be an acousto-tech rock band
Mike and I would start our sophomore
year. In the summer after freshman
year, I began writing more and more

music. Luke Brandfon had been a huge
influence on me—playing with him in
our band Sit By Us & Moan and just
watching him create his solo material on
his Macintosh—watching and listening
to him completely redefined the way
I approached songwriting. Over the
summer, we picked up two more band
members—Russ Brill (saxophone) and
Drew Veres (drums). For a good while,
our live set was completely improvised,
but eventually it started to fall together
into something more cohesive. Again,
being a total Luke Brandfon copycat,
I bought a looping pedal I’d seen him
have great success with, and I started
writing more songs based around that
… Our live set is very different, however,
than our recorded stuff.
Collegian: What is the music
scene in Asheville like?
MAB: Well honestly, we’ve only
been to one show here and that was a
Do Make Say Think concert. It was in
a phenomenal show space called the
Grey Eagle that also puts on weekly
contradancing get togethers and brings
bands from across the U.S. as well as
mountain music from the area. We
haven’t been getting out to shows as
much as we’d like to, but there are
some great bands I know of—ones
that coworkers are in, like my friend
Matt in Menage, who has a song in a
Hunt’s canned tomatoes commercial.
Needless to say, there are a lot of jam
bands and crap music just like any major
city, but regardless, the scene here is
ten thousand times better than back in
Cleveland, which, when viewed from
afar, looks like a dead bloated corpse.
Just the underground music scene. And
the abandoned warehouses. But the rest
is still nice, and I’ve still got love for my
hometown.

going deaf as I’ve already spent a lot of
my hearing playing too loud with no ear
plugs. I’m 20 and I already have tinnitus
(constant buzzing in my ears) so if I do
want to keep doing music I’ve really just
got to take better care of myself.
Collegian: How did you guys
end up getting signed? What was that
process like?

Boyd, who now fronts for King Tut, playing guitar.

still be making music (I might still be
in college though). This might sound
snotty and I really don’t mean it that
way but you can’t really ask a musician
to define why they like playing music.
You can think up a million answers
like “it makes me happy when I’m
sad” or “it’s a great release” or “it’s fun”
or “I like making people dance.” The
closest I could get to saying what I like
most about playing music is simply the
process of writing a song. From my
perspective, it’s almost like the song is
already complete, finished, and ready
to go--it’s just that it’s inside me and I’ve
got to take it out. Each finished song
is a measure of success or failure of me
to do this. But I don’t really dwell on
it because there’s always a new song to
write. It’s a ridiculous obsession, making
art. You spend all this energy making
something, building it up, perfecting
it. Then, when you’re done, you listen
to it for a while, brush off your hands
and then say, “Well, what’s next?” I’ll
stop writing music when I’m dead. Or
maybe not—who knows?

Collegian: What about playing
music do you like the most?

Collegian: Do you see yourselves
going into music in the long run, or is
this more of a temporary thing?

MAB: Well, I guess the thing I like
most about playing music is playing it.
Listening to it comes in a close second
though. It’s been nice all the positive
response we’ve gotten from our family,
friends and random people on the
internet, but even if no one liked us, I’d

MAB: We’re hoping, really hoping
to make a career out of this. I don’t plan
on returning to Kenyon ... it’s a great
school and I know a lot of people who
are there right now that are getting a lot
out of it both academically and socially.
But they just don’t have the right degree

Horn hosts exhibit for World Aids Day
By emmy fletcher
Editorial Assistant
As part of World Aids Day
this Saturday, the Horn Gallery
had an exhibit of the paintings of
HIV-positive Wilhem Obenour.
The Collegian interviewed him.
Collegian: What was the
name of the show?
WO: I don’t know, actually.
It’s just a conglomeration of
some pieces of artwork that I’ve
been working on as therapy.

impressionism and realism.
Collegian: Are you a fulltime professional artist ?
WO: No, not at this time …
I just went to art school and was
there on a scholarship and never
actually finished up due to some
complications in my life.
Collegian: How did your
work end up at Kenyon?

Collegian: Could you
briefly describe the work that
you do?

WO: Just actually through
a friend of mine. She had heard
that you had the up-and-coming
AIDS awareness … and she’s seen
my artwork and inquired if I
would be interested.

WO: It’s a mixture of

Collegian: How has art

been a part of your personal
experience with HIV?
WO: It’s actually been really
good on therapy and just helping
me express things.
Collegian: What do you see
as the role of art such as yours
in the global fight against
AIDS?
Well it’s always helpful in
viewing different perspectives
and it’s always good to just have
a new perspective and a new
manner of expressing oneself and
actually art just bands together
every culture. Art and expression
of art is in every form of culture
around the world, and it touches
everyone just like AIDS does.

Mark Alan Boyd

for me. I bounced around from two
MLL major languages then finally to
International Studies as a kind of last
straw, but I just can’t get into school like
that anymore. I came to Kenyon because
ever since sixth grade I wanted to be an
English teacher. I took every English
class my high school had to offer and
even had a couple independent studies.
I chose Kenyon because I’d gone there
for the fantastic Young Writers program
that they have. But something changed
in me my freshman year—I just couldn’t

MAB: Andrew Irvin and some of
his friends from back home wanted to
start a record label called Amaro Dolce.
They asked us to be the first band they
produced because they really believe
in our music, believe that it’s going
somewhere and I’m really thankful
that we have such determined people
working for us. They paid in total for
our album to be pressed, and are going
to share the profits 50-50 with us. Can
you get any better than that? Our
album is due out in the next few days,
and Andrew will be selling it on campus
and we’ll be shipping it around the
country and world. There hasn’t been
yet any sort of contract yet, but that’s
coming. For right now it’s just a mutual
understanding that screwing over each
other would be idiotic and counter
productive.

MST3K Previewiew
By andrew cunningham
Managing Editor
Show #321 – Santa Claus Conquers the Martians
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the evil Voldar and Dropo,
the laziest man on Mars, Kimar kidnaps Billy and Betty, who reveal Santa’s
location at the North Pole. Santa gets nabbed. Hilarity ensues? I’m a little
foggy on that last part.
Show #521 – Santa Claus
Friday December 14, 2007
6:30 p.m. in Higley Auditorium
This one’s worse. Santa Claus hails from south of the border, and portrays
a no-holds-barred cage match between Saint Nick and Pitch, one of the
minions of Satan himself. God, Jesus and what-have-you are given only the
most perfunctory of nods.
Satan is, of course, unhappy that Santa is making so many little kids
happy, so he puts Pitch on the job. Pitch tries to keep Santa from entering
houses: he trees Santa with a hound and he takes Santa’s magical powder to
disappear, but thanks to the jolly old elf ’s cohorts, the tiny Pedro and the
thoroughly out-of-place Merlin, the holiday spirit perseveres.
This movie has several high points—first, there’s the narrator, whose
goofy, overly-involved commentary pervades most of the film. Second, Santa’s
reindeer are terrifying, nightmare-inducing toys come to life. Third, Santa’s toy
factory is a sweatshop where little stereotypical children of all ethnicities are
forced to sing, day in and day out. Last but not least is little Lupita, an adorable
little girl whose heartfelt wish to have a dolly of her very own manages to be
somehow touching and genuine even through several layers of bewildering,
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Spreading the sounds of the holiday season

The Owl Creeks, Chamber Singers, Community Choir, Gospel Choir and Knox County Symphony all performed concerts in Rosse Hall this past weekend.
														
Photos by Allie Wigley, Jay Galbraith and Wesley Keyser
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Sports Feature: The Collegian’s favorite fall season photos
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Mark Alan Boyd interview
By maia raber
A&E Editor
Mark Alan Boyd was taking a year
off from Kenyon when his band, King
Tut, qualified for the BBC’s Next Big
Thing contest. The Collegian recently
interviewed him by e-mail.
Collegian: Can you explain the BBC
contest? How did you guys end up
entering it?
Mark Alan Boyd: The BBC’s Next Big
Thing contest was something I saw on
MySpace and decided on a whim to
enter it. It only took five or ten minutes
to pick a song and upload it. That
was about two months ago when we
were living with Drew’s grandparents
in Cashiers, North Carolina … On
Thanksgiving day, I woke at 10:30 a.m.
to my phone ringing. It was someone
from work … and they said to me,
“Someone from the BBC’s been trying
to call you since 7:00 a.m.” So I jumped
out of bed … and got in contact with
this producer from England. They
told me that our song, “What You’re
After,” had made it into the top 20 of
the Next Big Thing contest. There was
an exciting week where both Drew and
I thought of what we’d do if we were
shipped over to England to play for
famous producers and record company
bigwigs, but needless to say, we ended
up not advancing into the top five. It
was still a good bit of press and a lot
of people had been checking out our
MySpace and asking for us to e-mail
them our songs.
Collegian: How did King Tut form,
and what type of music do you play?
MAB: The name King Tut originally
came to me freshman year at Kenyon.
My roommate Mike Dunford and
I were … talking about funny names

for metal bands. I thought “King
Tut” would be a good one for that,
but eventually, it ended up being
that King Tut would be an acoustotech rock band Mike and I would
start our sophomore year. In the
summer after freshman year, I began
writing more and more music. Luke
Brandfon had been a huge influence
on me—playing with him in our band
Sit By Us & Moan and just watching
him create his solo material on his
Macintosh—watching and listening
to him completely redefined the way
I approached songwriting. Over the
summer, we picked up two more band
members—Russ Brill (saxophone) and
Drew Veres (drums). For a good while,
our live set was completely improvised,
but eventually it started to fall together
into something more cohesive. Again,
being a total Luke Brandfon copycat,
I bought a looping pedal I’d seen him
have great success with, and I started
writing more songs based around that
… Our live set is very different, however,
than our recorded stuff.
Collegian: What is the music scene in
Asheville like?
MAB: Well honestly, we’ve only been
to one show here and that was a Do
Make Say Think concert. It was in a
phenomenal show space called the
Grey Eagle that also puts on weekly
contradancing get togethers and brings
bands from across the U.S. as well as
mountain music from the area. We
haven’t been getting out to shows as
much as we’d like to, but there are some
great bands I know of—ones that
coworkers are in, like my friend Matt
in Menage, who has a song in a Hunt’s
canned tomatoes commercial. Needless
to say, there are a lot of jam bands and
crap music just like any major city,
but regardless, the scene here is ten

AIDS article
By taylor waterman
Staff Writer

thousand times better than back in
Cleveland, which, when viewed from
afar, looks like a dead bloated corpse.
Just the underground music scene. And
the abandoned warehouses. But the rest
is still nice and I’ve still got love for my
hometown.
Collegian: What about playing
music do you like the most?
MAB: Well, I guess the thing I like
most about playing music is playing it.
Listening to it comes in a close second
though. It’s been nice all the positive
response we’ve gotten from our family,
friends and random people on the
internet, but even if no one liked us, I’d
still be making music (I might still be
in college though). This might sound
snotty and I really don’t mean it that
way but you can’t really ask a musician
to define why they like playing music.
You can think up a million answers
like “it makes me happy when I’m
sad” or “it’s a great release” or “it’s fun”
or “I like making people dance.” The
closest I could get to saying what I like
most about playing music is simply the
process of writing a song. From my
perspective, it’s almost like the song is
already complete, finished, and ready
to go--it’s just that it’s inside me and I’ve
got to take it out. Each finished song
is a measure of success or failure of me
to do this. But I don’t really dwell on
it because there’s always a new song to
write. It’s a ridiculous obsession, making
art. You spend all this energy making
something, building it up, perfecting
it. Then, when you’re done, you listen
to it for a while, brush off your hands
and then say, “Well, what’s next?” I’ll
stop writing music when I’m dead. Or
maybe not—who knows?
Collegian: Do you see yourselves
going into music in the long run, or is

this more of a temporary thing?
MAB: We’re hoping, really hoping to
make a career out of this. I don’t plan
on returning to Kenyon. Like I said,
it’s a great school and I know a lot of
people who are there right now that are
getting a lot out of it both academically
and socially. But they just don’t have the
right degree for me. I bounced around
from two MLL major languages then
finally to International Studies as a kind
of last straw, but I just can’t get into
school like that anymore. I came to
Kenyon because ever since sixth grade
I wanted to be an English teacher. I
took every English class my high school
had to offer and even had a couple
independent studies. I chose Kenyon
because I’d gone there for the fantastic
Young Writers program that they
have. But something changed in me
my freshman year—I just couldn’t do
English anymore after that. I was so sick
of the “read a book, talk about it, write
a paper, repeat, ad infinitum” format of
the English class that I had to throw up
my hands for the first time in my life
and really give up on a dream. The only
dream I have right now is to be involved
in the music scene one way or another.
I’m going to keep recording music but

I’ve already spent a lot of my hearing
playing too loud with no ear plugs. I’m
20 and I already have tinnitus (constant
buzzing in my ears) so if I do want to
keep doing music I’ve really just got to
take better care of myself.
Collegian: How did you guys end
up getting signed? What was that
process like?
MAB: Andrew Irvin and some of his
friends from back home wanted to
start a record label called Amaro Dolce.
They asked us to be the first band they
produced because they really believe
in our music, believe that it’s going
somewhere and I’m really thankful
that we have such determined people
working for us. They paid in total for
our album to be pressed, and are going
to share the profits 50-50 with us.
Can you get any better than that? Our
album is due out in the next few days,
and Andrew will be selling it on campus
and we’ll be shipping it around the
country and world. There hasn’t been
yet any sort of contract yet, but that’s
coming. For right now it’s just a mutual
understanding that screwing over each
other would be idiotic and counter
productive.

MST3K Previewiew
By andrew cunningham
Managing Editor
Show #321 – Santa Claus Conquers the Martians
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it. It features
cheesy costumes and cheesy music, which I think covers everything.
The Martian children are listless and depressed; their only solace is to
sit in front of the television watching “meaningless Earth programs.” This
describes a full three-quarters of the Earthlings that I know, but the Martian
leader Kimar still seems concerned. He seeks the advice of the senile Chochem,
a guru of sorts, who tells him that Martian children must be allowed to have
fun and enjoy their youth. For some reason this prompts Kimar to kidnap
Santa Claus.
With other Martians in tow, including the evil Voldar and Dropo,
the laziest man on Mars, Kimar kidnaps Billy and Betty, who reveal Santa’s
location at the North Pole. Santa gets nabbed. Hilarity ensues? I’m a little
foggy on that last part.
Show #521 – Santa Claus
Friday December 14, 2007
6:30 p.m. in Higley Auditorium

Will Cirocco

Rachel Rubenstein ’10, Drew Lewis ’10, Anna Stevens ’08 Rose Proctor ’10 in Drive.

This one’s worse. Santa Claus hails from south of the border, and portrays
a no-holds-barred cage match between Saint Nick and Pitch, one of the
minions of Satan himself. God, Jesus and what-have-you are given only the
most perfunctory of nods.
Satan is, of course, unhappy that Santa is making so many little kids
happy, so he puts Pitch on the job. Pitch tries to keep Santa from entering
houses: he trees Santa with a hound and he takes Santa’s magical powder to
disappear, but thanks to the jolly old elf ’s cohorts, the tiny Pedro and the
thoroughly out-of-place Merlin, the holiday spirit perseveres.
This movie has several high points—first, there’s the narrator, whose
goofy, overly involved commentary pervades most of the film. Second, Santa’s
reindeer are terrifying, nightmare-inducing toys come to life. Third, Santa’s toy
factory is a sweatshop where little stereotypical children of all ethnicities are
forced to sing, day in and day out. Last but not least is little Lupita, an adorable
little girl whose heartfelt wish to have a dolly of her very own manages to be
somehow touching and genuine even through several layers of bewildering,
dubbed Mexican filmmaking. Hilarity ensues.
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One game to ruck them all: Lords rugby loses in championship

Hannah Sacks

Jarrett Moreno scores a try in the Lords’ championship match against Xavier University.

By Jo Hayes
Staff Reporter
Two weeks ago, the winning
streak of the Kenyon rugby Lords
came to an end with a disappointing loss to Xavier University in the
Ohio Rugby Union championship
match, 27-7.
“You can never tell how good
the other team will be,” said alumnus Jacob Hansen ’07. “But Kenyon will play the best game of
rugby any team has ever played.”
The first half was a concentrated struggle for possession by
both teams. The Lords would push

their way up the field, winning
many rucks, only to be pushed
back when Xavier would respond
with long kicks down the field.
“Xavier was a kicking team
and we had not come across a team
who could do that well in our season until that point,” said Captain
Ryan Stewart ’08.
Eventually, Xavier’s outside
center broke the back-and-forth
with a sprint down the side of the
field and a try.
The first half ended soon after
and the Lords went into the second
half looking to score.
The second half, however, saw

Xavier taking advantage of several
breakaways.
“Xavier capitalized on opportunities,” said Captain Japhet
Balaban ’09. “Their only points
came from breakaways, but there
were great chances to score and
they took them.”
Xavier scored a kick off of
a penalty, followed by a quick
try and conversion kick by the
inside center. A few minutes later,
Xavier’s outside center sprinted to
score another try, again followed
by a conversion kick.
“The outside center had a nose
for the ball,” said Stewart. “It upset
our cohesion for a while. But the
guys responded well and kept taking it to them.”
Still, despite the obvious point
difference, the Lords did not stop
at their attempts to score. Finally,
these efforts proved successful
when, after a surge into Xavier’s
half of the field, Jarrett Moreno ’08
scored a try, which he followed by
a successful conversion kick.
Xavier responded with a try
a few minutes later, but failed the
conversion kick. The Lords continued to pressure Xavier throughout
the rest of the half, but the match
ended before any other opportuni-

ties emerged.
Although the match ended
with a final score of 27-7, the Lords
were proud of their fight throughout the game.
“The true test of a man’s endurance is at the brink,” said alumnus Matthew Long-Middleton ’07.
“Our boys proved themselves on
the field today.”
“ The only thing that I ’m
unhappy about is the score,” said
Balaban. “Xavier is a team with a
history of success and they have a
tradition. We are slowly but surely
building that and I’m proud of how
we carried ourselves on the field.”
“Our guys played well, Stewart said. “They put their hearts and
souls into that game and I couldn’t
have asked for more.”
The Lords have accumulated
several triumphs this season: a
division title and a near perfect
season are accomplishments that a
few years ago were completely out
of sight for the rugby team. The
Lords’ Cinderella story is far from
over as they look ahead towards the
spring season and next fall.
“There’s a learning curve in
the spring where we get guys into
games who weren’t this season,”
said Balaban. “They become battle

tested, which serves to make us
stronger for the fall.”
Along with overall team improvement, the Lords are expecting to, as Stewart said, “take home
more hardware for the trophy
case.”
Despite the loss against Xavier, the Lords can claim a historic
fall season off of which they can
propel themselves into even higher
achievements.
“This is the first step,” said
Balaban. “Last year we won a few
games and had a good spring season. The year before that one we
only won one game. We’re building
a program here.”
And so, the Kenyon Men’s
Rugby Club feels that it has constructed itself into a legitimate,
successful campus organization.
Those such as Stewart, who,
after the spring season, are leaving their responsibility on the
shoulders of younger players, only
expect great things from the team
in future seasons as well.
“The team still has outstanding players, and an outstanding
captain in Japhet,” said Stewart.
“Next fall, I expect them to take
the Ohio Rugby Union [Championship].”

Lords basketball wins thriller Lords swim in choppy waters Championship
By Bob Dignazio
Staff Reporter
Entering Saturday’s game
against the Wabash College Little
Giants, the Lords basketball team
needed to win. The Lords had
fallen short in each of their first
four contests of the season, losing
in each by just ten points or less.
They looked to put November’s
woes behind them and start conference play on the right foot.
Tomsich Arena was packed
for the first home game with
classes in session and the Lords
did not disappoint, as the contest
came down to a dramatic finish.
Kenyon emerged victorious, winning by a slim 67-66 margin in
a game which featured 23 lead
changes and ten ties.
After a close first half in
which the L ittle Giants outscored the Lords 30-27, Kenyon
emerged from the locker room
firing on all cylinders. Kenyon
pulled down 22 rebounds in the
second half, four more than their
opponents. The Lords also significantly improved their shooting
in the second frame. With three
minutes remaining, Kodey Haddox ’11 hit a three-pointer to tie
the game. One minute later, his
brother, Korey Haddox ’09 hit
a field goal to give the Lords a
65-63 lead. The Haddox brothers
combined for 30 points during
the afternoon.
After the Little Giants responded with a three-pointer of
their own, Kenyon trailed by two
points with just over 30 seconds
remaining. In the ensuing possession, Dave Knapke ’10 looked to

win the game for Kenyon. After
receiving a pass from Dave Jolson
’09 in the paint, the 6’ 3”, 190pound guard turned and shot. To
the crowd’s dismay, the ball hit the
rim and bounced up into the air.
The sophomore, however, did not
give up. Knapke muscled his way
between two Wabash defenders,
grabbed the offensive rebound
and cashed a lay-up to put the
Lords ahead for good. After a
Wabash three-point miss at the
other end of the court, Jolson
pulled down the rebound to seal
the win.
Knapke’s performance earned
him NCAC Player of the Week.
The sophomore finished the game
with 12 points and ten rebounds,
good for his third consecutive
double-double. Bryan Yelvington
’09 finished with nine points and
six rebounds and Jolson recorded
seven points, four assists and two
steals. The g ame was Jolson’s
first at point guard after an earlyseason injur y to Captain and
starting point guard Josh Klinger
’08. Jolson is shooting .600 from
the floor, and seven for 11 from
beyond the three-point arc.
The L ords return to the
hardwood for a busy week of
basketball. Friday and Saturday
feature games in the Food for
the Hungry Invitational, hosted
by Kenyon and Mount Vernon
Nazarene University. On Friday,
Kenyon takes on Ohio Christian
at 6:00 p.m. at MVNU. Saturday’s
game features a matchup of two
Knox County powers. MVNU
will travel to Kenyon for a 6:00
p.m. tip-off.

By Peter Frank
Staff Reporter
The Lords swim team split their
squad on Nov. 17, sending part of it to
Indiana University for a three-day invitational meet and part of it to Grove
City College in Pennsylvania for a
team meet. The Lords then returned
home to win the Nike Invitational,
defeating Division I and III teams in
the process.
In Grove City, the Lords beat
Washington and Jefferson College but
fell to Case Western Reserve University and Grove City College. The Lords
barely let the Case Western Spartans
slip by, losing by a close margin 131145, while crushing Washington and
Jefferson 180.5-97.5. Unfortunately
the Lords could not slow down the
Grove City Wolverines and fell by
a score of 171-121. There were several promising performances by Lords’
swimmers. Jesse Sorrell ’11 had an impressive showing as he recorded a first
place finish in the 400-yard individual
medley (4:16), a first-place finish in the
200 yard back stroke (1:58.75), as well
as a third-place finish in the 200 yard
medley relay (1:39.82).
Several of the Lords’ top swimmers had particular success in the Indiana Invitational. The Lords recorded
one NCAA automatic qualifying
time as well as 17 B cut times. Kegan
Borland ’10 stood out from the competition as he recorded the automatic
qualifying time in the 1650-yard free
style event (15:48.01 seconds). Borland also recorded two B cut times
in the 500-yard freestyle (4:34.49)
and the 400-yard individual medley
(4:07.23).
Another impressive performance
came from Tom Irgens ’08, who recorded 5 B cut times. Irgens helped
the 400 and 200-yard medley relay

teams qualify with times of 3:28.18,
and 1:33.93. He also notched strong
individual times in the 500-yard freestyle (4:38.79), the 100-yard backstroke
(52.45) and the 200-yard (1:53.61)
backstroke.
The Lords then hosted and won
the second annual Nike Invitational, a
three-day swimming invitational that
took place this past weekend at the
Kenyon Athletic Center. The Nike
Invitational is an elite swim meet that
brings in a combination of competitive
Division III and Division I teams. This
year’s competitors included CarnegieMellon University, Colgate University,
Davidson College, Johns Hopkins University, University of Pennsylvania and
Washington and Lee University.
Day one of the event saw several outstanding performances. Nathan
Smith ’08 (15:45.23) and Borland
(15:55.89) finished second and third
respectively in the 1650-yard freestyle
event. UPenn standout James Fee won
the event with a pool record time of
15:35.71. Kenyon failed to win an
event in the first two days of competition.
Going into day three down by
40 points to an impressive University
of Pennsylvania team, the Lords persevered, making up the deficit and winning the Invitational. There were impressive performances by sophomores
Blair Withington ’10, Jacob Shanley
’10, David Lazarus ’09, Matthew Harris
‘09 and Josh Mitchell ’08. The Lords
can credit their victory to their 13 topfive finishes in the meet’s final eight
events, a feat that helped them take a
1242.5-1196 victory over second place
University of Pennsylvania.
The Lords will try to build on this
performance as they train for their next
meet against University of North Dakota on Jan. 3 in Sarasota, Florida.

cross-country
By michael reilly
Staff Reporter
The remaining Kenyon cross
country athletes ran their final race
of the 2007 season Nov. 17 at the
NCAA Division III Championship
meet, held at St. Olaf College in
Northfield, Minnesota. Jim Boston
’09, the only Lord to qualify for the
race, finished 41st of the 280 runners. He crossed the line in a time
of 25:18.
The Ladies team, who received
an at-large bid to the Championship,
managed to take 28th place overall.
Lauren Brady ’11 continued her
impressive pattern and finished first
again for the Ladies. She placed 48th
out of the field of 280, with a time of
22:28. Jess Francois ’09 further solidified the Ladies potent one-two punch
that developed in the second half of
the season, taking 86th place with
a time of 22:53. Also adding to the
point total were Lauren Metzger ’11
and Tracey Hutchings-Goetz ’11.
The season is done for Kenyon’s
cross-country program, yet both
teams have a lot to look forward to.
Boston will head into his final year,
and hopefully continue the trend
he has thus far displayed, and lead a
Lords team that grew more and more
consistent as the season progressed.
Francois will also be able to lead
a talented Ladies team, highlighted
all this season by Brady and her fellow
first-years.
After the strong performances
this season, Coach Duane Gomez
and everyone involved in Kenyon
cross-country has to be excited with
where this team is headed.

12

Sports

The Kenyon Collegian

Thursday, December 6, 2007

Ladies swimming splashes Ladies basketball tips
away the competition
off season in style
By Elana carlson
Staff Reporter

Courtesy of Joey Thorne

Ladies swimmers emerge victorious against a strong field of competition during this weekend’s Nike Invitational.

By Richard freund
Staff Reporter
Following a string of recent victories, the Ladies swim team was honored as the top Division III women’s
swimming program in the country
according to the season’s inaugural
poll by the College Swim Coaches
Association of America. The poll
places Kenyon ahead of rival Denison,
and other competitors such as Emory
University.
At the Indiana University Invitational on Nov. 17, two of the Ladies
qualified for Nationals with NCAA
automatic qualifying times. Tracy
Menzel ’09 swam 1:04.86 in the 100yard breaststroke and Jaime Straub ’08
qualified nationally with 17:17.25 in
the 1,650-yard freestyle. Katie Coker
’08 also collected five NCAA B-cut
times.
Meanwhile, at the Grove City
College quad meet, the Ladies annihilated the opposition, beating Grove
City 195-85, Case Western Reserve
University 202-75 and William and
Jefferson College 178-102. Marissa
Misslin ’08 won two events, the 200yard butterfly in 2:15.72 and the 400yard individual medley in 4:43.50.
At the second annual Nike Invitational, the Ladies stepped up to
defend their honor in the KAC. Dur-

ing day one of the three-day event, the
Ladies set several records in the KAC
Natatorium, including replacing the
standing 800-yard freestyle record set
in 2004. Their record-breaking time
was 7:30.78, attained by Lauren Brady
’11, Tina Ertel ’10, Rebecca Wenzlau
’10 and Danielle Arad ’10. Kenyon’s
second entry in the event placed an Acut time of 7:39.00, made by Catarina
Oliveira ’11, Kara Stiles ’09, Adrienne
Amador ’09 and Kathryn Leech ’10.
First-year Victoria Lederer placed fifth
in the 1,650 yard freestyle, with a time
of 17:17.28, also an automatic A-cut
qualifying time.
In the 400-yard individual medley
on day two of competition, Brady set a
pool record with a time of 4:25.52, the
fastest the 400-yard has ever been completed by a Kenyon first-year. Another
A-cut was achieved in the 400-yard
medley relay by Brady, Ertel, Menzel
and Alyssa Toran ’08, at 3:53.11. In the
100-yard backstroke, Ertel attained another seasonal best with an automatic
qualifying time of 58.10, taking fourth
place. Wenzlau also took an A-cut in
her seventh-place finish in the 200-yard
freestyle with 1:52:94.
During the final day of the invitational, the Ladies cleared three
A-cuts and 16 B-cuts. Though losing
to the University of Kansas Jayhawks
by a score of 1,090.5-894, the Ladies

swam extremely well. Brittany Hurd
’09, Menzel, Elizabeth Carlton ’09
and Ertel won the 200-yard medley
relay with a time of 1:46.85. Ertel
later swam the 200-yard individual
medley in 2:07.05 to win another automatic qualification. Wenzlau won the
evening’s final automatic qualification
in the 500-yard freestyle with a time of
4:58.61. The Ladies also tallied four
additional top-five finishes.
“The meet went really well,” said
Misslin. “There were a lot of Ladies
who [swam] best times and made
NCAA cuts, which is really encouraging this early in the season. It’s always
fun to see how fast people can go with
just a couple days rest.”
“It’s been amazing to have the
opportunity to compete against such
fast and talented teams at the Nike
Invitational and the Hooiserland Invitational,” said Kati Meirs ’11. “It’s great
to see all of the hard work done by the
team this past semester pay off. We get
to see where we are as individuals and
as a team and what we need to do to
prepare for the rest of the season.”
After a crowded opening to their
season, the Ladies have a break until
their Jan. 3 match against the University of North Dakota.
“The next few months are going
to be extremely exciting to watch and
be a part of,” said Meirs.

growing list of accomplishments. Womensfieldhockey.com named her to the
2007 third-team All-American for her
outstanding season.
Thompson finished her season
with 151 saves, earned seven shutouts
and registered a 1.06 goals against average. Thompson was also named to the
All-NCAC second-team, along with
midfielder Holly Bacon ’10, defender
Sasha Grumman ’10 and the Ladies’
leading scorer, Lauren Keiling ’08.
Captain Keiling had an impressive
final campaign, finishing her season with
a total of 26 points comprised of 11 goals
and four assists and wrapping up her
career ranked second all-time at Kenyon
with 37 goals and 83 points.
Perrin Legg ’09 made the All
NCAC first team and was voted the
NCAC Defensive Player of the Year,
as she led Kenyon’s solid defensive unit
that yielded just 27 goals in 23 games

and turned in a conference-best seven
shutouts. Legg’s selection is her second
straight on the All-NCAC first-team
and her third overall after earning an honorable mention during her first season.
Joining Legg with NCAC first
team honors was midfielder and Captain Caroline Graham ’08. Kilroe said
Graham is the team’s “vocal leader,” and
this leader’s efforts up and down the
field contributed greatly to the Ladies
success.
The team’s record fluctuated
throughout the season, but as Thompson
said, “the tenacity was unwavering.”
Playing nationally ranked teams
throughout the season, the Ladies
finished their season with an 11-12
record overall. In conference play, the
Ladies went 8-4, and won the North
Coast Athletic Conference tournament
championship trophy for the second
year in a row.

Field Hockey season runs out
BY Meghan McClincy
Staff Reporter

On Nov. 7, the Ladies field hockey
team’s 2007 season ended in the first
round of the NCAA Division III tournament. Using home field advantage and
drawing on plenty of postseason experience, the eighth-ranked State University
of New York at Cortland Red Dragons,
a team making its ninth consecutive
appearance in the tournament, emerged
with a 2-0 victory over the Ladies.
“We left everything on the field,”
said Head Coach Chrissy Kilroe. “Everyone made a valiant effort. It was a
hard-fought game, which complements
the team’s consistent effort throughout
the season.”
The team’s “consistent effort” was
repeatedly recognized over the past few
weeks, most notably the play of Karen
“The Wall” Thompson ’09. Thompson
recently added All-American to her

The Ladies basketball team
started off the season with a bang,
traveling to Massachusetts and
winning the Brandeis University
Tip-Off Tournament. The Ladies
faced Wesleyan University in their
season opener, coming out on top
with a 64-54 victory.
Alisha Moreno ’08 led the
scoring with 18 points, including
a lights out five for seven from
behind the arc. Hilary Gowins ’08
and Eva George ’08 also contributed ten points each. First-year
forward Kathleen Williams made
a strong debut in her first collegiate basketball game with seven
points and five rebounds.
The momentum from their
first performance carried the Ladies into the Championship game
against tournament hosts, the
Brandeis University Judges. The
Judges, ranked 14th in the nation
by D3hoops.com, have been accustomed to winning this tournament. Yet the Ladies did not allow
the tradition to continue, defeating Brandeis 67-65. Forward Anne
Dugan ’08 tallied a career-high 26
points and shot 50 percent from
behind the arc. George recorded
ten points and three rebounds.
The Ladies allowed only seven
turnovers. Dugan was selected
to the All-Tournament Team and
Moreno received tournament
MVP honors.
In their next contest, the
Ladies traveled to Ohio Northern
University to face the Polar Bears,
looking to avenge a close loss from
last season. Kenyon came out
strong, but returned to the locker
room at halftime down 28-27.
Unfortunately, the Ladies could
not stay with the Polar Bears,

and suffered their first loss of the
season 68-57 despite a 17-point
performance from Gowins.
Kenyon traveled to St. Louis
to face Washington University,
whom D3hoops.com ranked sixth
in the nation for the McWilliams
Classic. The Ladies were not
intimidated by the four-time national champion Bears and refused
to give up, even when trailing
by 17 points in the second half.
With three minutes remaining
and the score standing at 61-56,
Gowins hit a three, cutting the
Bears’ lead to two. In the last
possession of the game, Moreno
came down the court and found
Patty Hace ’08 with seven seconds remaining for a layup that
sent the g ame into overtime.
Hace continued her outstanding
play in overtime, earning herself
a starting spot in Kenyon’s next
game. After the first OT, the game
was not settled, forcing a second
overtime. The Ladies could not
contain Washington University
any longer, losing 78-75 despite
having four players scoring double
digits. Williams notched her first
double-double with 14 points and
ten boards.
The Ladies faced Luther College in the consolation game the
next day. The short recovery time
was not enough for Kenyon, as
many Ladies played more than 30
minutes the prior day. The Ladies
committed an uncharacteristic 31
turnovers and fell to the Norse 6645. Brittany Clair ’08 came off of
the bench with ten points and 19
minutes of hustle play.
The Ladies will play their
next game at home today against
Mount Vernon Nazarene University, looking to snap their
four-game losing streak and get
refocused for Conference play.

Player of the Week
By Holly Karn
Staff Reporter
Perrin Legg, a junior from
Baltimore, Maryland, has been
playing field hockey since the
sixth grade. She originally started as a lacrosse
player, and only
began playing
field hockey in
th e o f f - s e a s on
as a way to keep
active. Legg ,
however, did not
choose to come
to Kenyon only
for field hockey.
Perrin wa nt e d
to find a college
first, then play
field hockey there.
“[Mixing class and sports]
can be stressful, but worth it,”
Legg said.
Perrin has succeeded on the

field. She garnered a position
on the National Field Hockey
Coaches Association second
team in 2006 and on the AllRegion NFHCA first team for
2007. She also made All-NCAC
first team in 2006 and 2007,
with an honorable mention
in 2005. Th is
sea son she wa s
voted the NCAC
Defensive Player
of the Year.
O uts i d e o f
field hockey, Perrin is a Spanish
area studies and
international
Elly Deutch
s t u d i e s m a j o r.
Th i s spring , s h e wi l l stu d y
abroad in Buenos Aires, Argentina. Legg is looking forward
to the change. “It’s a new and
different place—and it will be
summer,” she said.

